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Subject: No disrespect intended

 To: <rfinlay@framingham.k12.ma.us>

Hi Ricky,
 
Just a note that I sent my email on the Climate Change, Environment & Sustainability (CCES) subcommittee to just Beverly Hugo, of the 4 members on the Temporary
Rules and Administration subcommittee, for OML reasons.
 
It was clear that the matter had been discussed ahead of that subcommittee holding its first public meeting, so I wanted to be very careful not to create a situation
where an OML violation could occur.
 
On the actual topic of the CCES subcommittee existence:
 
Although I understand the need to be efficient in subcommittees, and no one wants huge lots of meetings, the scope of the CCES policy goes well beyond buildings
and grounds.
 
There are substantial pieces which affect the FPS strategic plan, there are large education option pieces, there are financial pieces, there are health and wellness
pieces and there are student engagement pieces.
 
In the first issue of The Hap, the FHS students’ digital newsletter, the lead article was about student anxiety about climate change.
 
In the civics projects the students presented to the SC last year, half of them were about climate change.
 
The student involvement piece of this is central, as there is very large student interest especially at the HS, through the environment science courses, the
Environmental Club and the Student Advisory Committee.
 
Already tree planting and Styrofoam retirement have seen impressive student engagement.
 
My view is that management of the thrust of all of this would be best done with a CCES subcommittee, as the notion of having the topics consistently discussed in
Buildings & Grounds, Finance & Operations, Health & Wellness, Teaching & Learning would lead to a fragmented approach, and not align well with the student
engagement.
 
However, the ultimate structure is up to the SC to decide, but my hope is that 4 SC members have sufficient interest to work on a CCES subcommittee.
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In the last term there were almost as many meetings of the CCES subcommittee as Buildings & Grounds had, so if CCES were to be folded into Buildings & Grounds, it
would likely double the number of meetings of that subcommittee and have many pieces beyond the scope of that subcommittee.
 
I hope this is helpful.
 
Geoff
P.S. I attached a copy of the last CCES draft policy I had in hand with red showing the areas outside the buildings and grounds scope.




